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FSMS 7th and 8th Grade

Creative Performance Field Trip
Tuesday, November 3, 2015
to
TX Renaissance Festival
Todd Mission, Texas

7 a.m. –6 p.m.

What is it?
A trip to the Texas Renaissance Festival.

Why?

To experience the theatrical performances at the School Days Performing Arts Festival. 
When?
Tuesday, November 3rd
Will my child miss school?



Yes. This field trip will extend beyond the regular school day.  
What are the times?


We will meet at 6:50am and intend to leave no later than 7:15 a.m. 

and return by 5:00 – 6 p.m. 
BUSSES WILL LEAVE NO LATER THAN 7:15AM

(Prior arrangements need to be made & time might vary due to returning traffic in the Houston area.)  
All children will need to find a ride to school and a ride home and/or carpool with other people.  
Where do they meet?

The school cafeteria.  Someone will be there to open the door and check your child in.  
Will there be chaperones?

Yes. Chaperones will also ride the bus with the students. We expect roughly 5 parents per class period to attend the trip.  Parent volunteers must ride the bus and pay the full fee.  
Can I volunteer?

Yes, but please understand the following: YOU MUST SIGN UP THROUGH THE DISTRICT AND HAVE A BACKGROUND CHECK AND BE APPROVED BEFORE YOU CAN OFFICIALLY VOLUNTEER.

How can I volunteer?

Go to www.theatreatthefort.weebly.com homepage and locate the volunteering information on the right. Click on the “applications” link for all FBISD forms and fill out the volunteer link. Ensure everything is complete. It can take several weeks for approval.
Can I pick my child up at RenFest?
NO child at any time may leave the TX Renaissance Festival with a parent or ride in a private vehicle.  Exceptions are allowed, but will need to be cleared with the school administration at least one week prior to the event and are for extenuating circumstances only. 
How much?
$35 per student (That includes entry fee, meals, required t-shirt, and partial travel). There are souvenirs and additional treats at RenFest, so additional money is not required, but suggested if your child wants to make a purchase. 
When is payment and permission due?

The permission form submitted along with payment of $35.00 via CHARMS or exact cash or check by THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24! NO late forms will be permitted as I purchase these advance tickets at a cheaper rate.  If you have any issues in paying for this field trip for your child, please e-mail me or write me a note and we will discuss the issue.  
* Please make checks payable to FSMS Theatre Activity Fund
Additional Info 
A few parents can drive separately, but only after I have enough to volunteer to be on the bus.  It might not be possible for you to ride on the same bus as your own child if there are not enough parent volunteers. Volunteers who would like to attend, but not ride the bus, should contact me. 
FAQs

Frequently Asked Questions for Texas Renaissance Festival

For Students and Parents

Q:  What should I wear?


You must wear your theatre shirt and bottom ithin dresscode.  You are not allowed to wear open-toed shoes or flip flops.  We do a lot of walking so comfortable tennis shoes will be your best bet.  Make sure if you are wearing your PE running shoes you take them home the night before as the locker rooms will not be open before school.  Dress warm enough – it might be cold first thing in the morning, but usually warms up by 11.  You must be in dress code (shoes, under shirts/tops, etc.). 

Q:  Can I take my cell phone?


Yes, you can take your cell phone, but you need to be responsible.  You shouldn’t be texting or calling people unless it is an emergency. You must keep it packed away and only if you need to take pictures should you be bringing it out.  If you lose it, it will be your responsibility to report it to lost and found and for your parents to follow up by calling the festival.  

Q:  Should I take water or food?


You may bring water or food with you.  I would stick to snacks. Also, we will not be stopping the bus before we arrive, so you need to make sure you go to the restroom before leaving home and if needed before you get on the bus.  It is a two hour ride and we drive through a lot of traffic and through the country – there is not place to stop to let students use the restroom.  You will be given a meal ticket that will include an entrée, drink (20 ounce bottle) and a dessert.  

Q:  Should I take my back pack or purse?


Yes. Bring your backpack only. You should only carry absolute necessities as this will be a busy day and students can easily misplace items.  Also, the parent volunteer in charge of your group should not be holding onto your belongings – that is your responsible. 


Do not take a purse.  You should leave your purse on the bus as they will lock the bus and it will be secured.  

Q:  Should I take extra money… what would I use that money on?


Yes. I recommend you take some extra money to either buy extra treats (food like beef jerky or pretzels), ride some rides (they have some fun games to participate in), or buy gifts or fun stuff (wax hands, necklace, etc.).  I wouldn’t take too much money, and also advise you not to spend all your money in one place.  Also, if you purchase things, you need to take them with you after you buy them.  Do not leave them at the shop to pick up later as you might not have time or they might not be there.  

Q:  Can I bring my IPod, MP3 player, PSP, DS on the field trip?


Yes, but you must take responsibility for your own items and you MUST leave them on the bus. We are attending the Renaissance Festival to enjoy performances. In addition, there is a chance for these items to get lost or stolen—but that won’t happen if you leave them at home!

Q:  What time should I be at school and where do I go?


You need to get to school between 6:40 – 6:50 a.m. (I will arrive at 6:30) You will enter the building by the bus ramps and report to the commons.  Once in the commons, go to the table you are assigned.  I will take roll about 6:50 a.m. and once everyone is quiet and seated, I’ll give out a few reminders and dismiss you to the bus.  You will all report to the bus out in the parking lot/bus drive.  We will leave by 7:15 a.m.

Parents who have been approved to volunteer & are attending the field trip will pick up an envelope on the tables in the commons.  Your name will be on the envelope and you will have a group list, info sheet, your group’s wrist bands and lunch tickets, trash bag(s), toll money (for those in charge of the bus), and other info.  

If you arrive late or miss the bus, we do not turn around to pick you up.  You need to make sure you go back home and attend the school day normally.  There are no refunds for not attending the field trip.  Attendance is turned in once we leave for the festival.  

We will arrive back to Sugar Land between 5:00 and 6:00pm.  Please be at school on time to pick up your child.  DO NOT WAIT TO PICK UP YOUR CHILD IN THE BUS RAMP – busses have to pull in there to pick up kids.

Q:  Can I be with other students from other groups/class periods?


We are all walking around together at the field trip.  You can see those friends throughout the day and hang out with them.  Since we are all seeing the same shows and doing things together you will be together.  You were assigned a group so a volunteer can keep an eye out for you.

Q:  What are the safety rules I should be following?

· You will not leave the gates of the festival until it is time to go for the day; 
· Do not give your phone number out to anyone who is not a part of FSMS.  
· Do not go anywhere by yourself.  
· You are required to pick a ‘battle buddy’ from your group so that you have someone to go places with when needed.  
· You will always follow the schedule set out for you.  You will have plenty of time to ride, games, eat, and do other things… but when you are supposed to be watching a show you need to be present – I will be looking for you!
· If you get lost you immediately report to the front of the gate and the service representatives will send someone out to find me or a parent with our group.  
· Do not wonder off – you should be able to stay together because we are moving slowly throughout the grounds with everyone.  You should always stay within the same vicinity as your parent volunteer and let them know if you go anywhere (to get food, etc)
Q:  If it is raining are we still going?


Yes, bring a poncho or an umbrella (although those don’t work too well when watching shows).  Bring your backpack with an extra shirt and socks and even shorts if needed.  Bring a plastic bag for wet clothes and a trash bag or two to use as a poncho (they work great and are cheap) – possibly some flip flops for the ride home.

All forms and payments are due by THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24.  
They may be turned in early. (
* Students may bring cell phones – but it is their responsibility to keep up with them.  All rules that apply in school will apply on this field trip.  In addition, a child who misbehaves will be punished accordingly when arriving back at school.  All students should be on their very best behavior.  Contact me at jennifer.minor@fortbendisd.com with any questions.  In addition, we will move throughout the festival in groups, no children will be allowed to go off by themselves at any time.  All children need appropriate rides home after the trip.  Students will be allowed to call from parents, friends, or other teachers cell phones when we hit the tollway and HWY 59, but please plan on picking your child up or providing a ride home for them around 5:30 p.m.  It is a long day for everyone and I would appreciate it very much if you are on time to pick up your child.  
Permission Form (All forms in this packet must be completely filled out)
Please check all that apply – parents fill out!
____ 
My child will attend the field trip






$35.00
____ 
I want to attend the field trip and have contacted Mrs. Minor.  
I have gone through the proper channels to become a FBISD
APPROVED parent volunteer.
(T-Shirt not included)


$20.00
Email address: ________________________________
(Important information about the field trip will sent to this address and posted in Family Access.)

Child name _________________________________  Class Period:  ______________
Parent name (Please print clearly)____________________________________________

Parent signature ________________________________________________

Phone number at home ___________________________________________

Parent Cell phone number ______________________________________________

Student Cell Phone number (if they will be bringing it) __________________________

Will you need transportation accommodations? For example, you will be not be riding to or from the field trip on FBISD bus transportation?  (yes or no) YOU MUST CONTACT TEACHER AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE AND BE CLEARED THROUGH ADMINISTRATION NOT TO RIDE THE SCHOOL BUS (TO OR FROM FIELD TRIP).
Note: No refunds will be given for any reason including, but not limited to inclement weather, failing grades, and ISS.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY AND PERMISSION FOR STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL-SPONSORED TRIP
Student Name: 











  
School-sponsored trip to:    











                                                                                                                                 
Your child has the opportunity to participate in a school-sponsored trip.  Please complete this form to provide the teachers accompanying the students on the trip with information relating to your child.
Teacher: 






    Date:     



                                              
List any physical limitations (temporary or permanent):
List any current medications (prescribed or over the counter) taken:
List any allergies including reactions to medications, food, insects, and environment:
Name of child’s physician:     



                     Phone:        


                                            
Insurance company:  




                      Phone:  



                                                  
Policy Number:  




                     Group Number:      

                              
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY
My signature below indicates that I give my child permission to participate in this activity, to have any medications administered that would normally be given at school, and that I authorize any needed emergency medical treatment. I also acknowledge that I have been informed that Fort Bend Independent School District has immunity from any liability. Transportation will be provided by the district or a commercial carrier.
Parent Signature:    






   Date:  



                                                       
Address:  












                                                                                                                                                                
Home Telephone: 




   Work Telephone:    




                                                      
Emergency contact person:   




     Phone No:  
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